Lord Howe
Island
Pro nature shooter Michael Snedic visited an island which
is less than a two-hour flight from Brisbane, Sydney or Port
Macquarie. It turned out to be a photographer’s paradise.

O

fficially part of New South Wales
and just under 600 kilometres east
of mainland Port Macquarie, Lord
Howe Island is quite small - around 10km
long and between 0.3 and 2km wide. What
it lacks in size, though, it makes up for in
natural beauty. There’s so much to see and
photograph on this stunning island you’ll
need at least a week to do it justice. You
should take plenty of memory cards and
spare batteries for your camera – you’ll
need them! The first indication of the
beauty of Lord Howe Island is when you
are approaching it by plane. I remember
looking down onto the island and seeing
volcanic peaks, lush green forests, white
sandy beaches and crystal blue lagoons.
I knew then I was in for a real treat.

Northern End
The northern end of the island is a great
place to begin exploring with your camera.
Ned’s Beach is an easy walk from island
accommodation. The beach faces east and is
worth visiting at dawn for a chance to capture
the sun as it rises over the ocean. Directly
behind the beach, the sand dunes are home to
nesting Sooty Terns. If you approach slowly
you won’t startle the birds, and you should
have no trouble photographing them with a
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zoom lens while they incubate their eggs. If
you look up you’ll see plenty of Sooty Terns
hovering overhead, which makes for great
in-flight shots. When I visited Lord Howe
Island in October the Sooty Terns were there
in their hundreds.
Ned’s Beach is famous for the feeding
of the local fish which are regular visitors to
the shallows. Wrasse, Silver Drummer, one
metre-long Kingfish and many other species
can be fed stale bread (sold cheaply at the
local store) to create a real feeding frenzy. If
you have an SLR (single lens reflex) camera,
I’d recommend you use a circular polariser
to reduce any glare reflecting off the water.
If you love bird photography, there are also
other types of birds to photograph, including
the delightful White Tern. With its pure
white feathers and black eyes and beak, it’s the
perfect photographic subject. Unlike many
birds which can be difficult to get close to, the
White Tern often sits quietly on the horizontal
branches of a Norfolk Island Pine. Some of
these branches are close to eye level and when
approached the tern will just sit there. Bird
photography has never been so easy!
Other beaches worth visiting for sunrise
photos are Middle Beach in the north-east
of the island and Blinky Beach in the east.
The grassy fields overlooking Middle Beach

ABOVE I set up my camera and
tripod on the beach with the aim of
capturing the clouds hovering over
Mt Gower and Mt Lidgbird. I used a
tripod and a cable release to ensure
no camera movement. The aqua
colour of the water contrasted with
the brooding, dark clouds over the
mountains. Nikon D700, 16-35mm f/4
lens @ 16mm, 1/160s @ f/11, ISO
200, handheld, Gitzo tripod, cable
release.

are a great vantage point from which to
photograph the colours of the sky reflecting
in the water below. Blinky Beach has some
photogenic rocks at its southern end which,
depending on tidal conditions and time
of year, can also provide inspiration for
interesting photos.

World Heritage Listing
In recognition of its amazing natural
beauty and incredible biodiversity, Lord
Howe Island was World Heritage listed
in 1982. Around 75% of the island is
now a permanent park preserve, and
the surrounding waters were declared a
marine park in 1998. To help preserve this
natural beauty there’s a cap of around 350
permanent residents on the island and a
maximum of 400 guests can stay at any
one time. Although there are some cars on
Lord Howe Island, bicycle use is encouraged
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LEFT A Lord Howe Island Woodhen
approached me. It wasn’t afraid. I
squatted down to get close to eye
level with the bird and focused on the
most important part - the eyes. The
woodhen started stretching its wings
right where there was a shaft of
light beaming through the rainforest
canopy! Nikon D700, Sigma 150mm
f/2.8 lens @ 150mm, 1/8000s @ f/4,
ISO 2500, handheld.
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RIGHT The Sooty Terns were
hovering above my head in large
numbers at Ned’s Beach. This
individual was quite close and
seemed to be looking at what I
was doing. I took the opportunity
to take an ‘action’ shot of it
flying right above me. Nikon
D700, Sigma 150 mm f/2.8 lens
@ 150mm, 1/8000s @ f/4, ISO
800, handheld.

ABOVE It was only a short walk up a dirt track to
get to this vantage point, where I was able to take
photos overlooking North Bay. The weather was
kind to me and the blue sky reflected beautifully on
the water below. Nikon D700, 16-35mm f/4 lens @
32mm, 1/1250s @ f/8, ISO 400, handheld.
LEFT Climbing Mt Gower, camera gear in tow. The
views behind me were breathtaking and made the
whole trip worthwhile. Nikon D700, 16-35mm f/4
lens @ 19mm, 1/2000s @ f/4, ISO 400, handheld.
(Photographer’s name unknown).

and it’s the main way of getting around.
With most roads relatively flat, riding a
bike is quite easy. I hired a bike during my
stay on Lord Howe and felt a real sense of
freedom riding it along the roads, the sea
breeze blowing in my face. I put my camera
backpack on (with a tripod attached) and
rode to each of my photographic destinations
with ease. It was great way to get around. As
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well, I wasn’t polluting the atmosphere and I
was getting fit at the same time!

Mt Gower & Mt Lidgbird
The southern end of Lord Howe Island is
dominated by two spectacular mountains,
Mt Gower and Mt Lidgbird. These two
icons rear over the island and make for some
stunning subject matter if you’re shooting
images from the beach. You may strike it
lucky and be there with your camera when
there’s cloud surrounding the tops of the
mountains. Because weather conditions can
change throughout the day, I recommend
you go back a few times to capture the
different moods of these two monoliths.
On a couple of set days each week there
are guided walks available to the top of Mt
Gower. This walk isn’t for the faint-hearted
and a degree of fitness is required. The
climb is a whopping 875 metres from sea
australianphotography.com

level and there are quite a few steep sections
where you have to pull yourself up with
the aid of ropes. But if you’re fit and like a
challenge, then this walk is well worthwhile.
The views around the island as you head up
Mt Gower are spectacular, with a number
of vantage points along the way from which
you can’t fail to take great photos. You can
easily see across the water to Ball’s Pyramid,
20kms south-east of Lord Howe Island
in the Pacific Ocean. Ball’s Pyramid is a
remnant of a shield volcano and caldera
which formed around seven million years
ago. This is also well worth a photo.
As you get closer to the top of Mt Gower
the habitat changes into lush rainforest.
When I was there I was fortunate to
photograph a couple of Lord Howe Island
Woodhens. It’s difficult to comprehend
that in the late 1970s the Lord Howe
Island Woodhen population dropped to

an alarming number of around 30 birds.
The only two populations which existed
were towards the tops of Mt Gower and Mt
Lidgbird, where feral pigs, goats and other
predators couldn’t get to them. As a result of
measures such as captive breeding programs
and the eradication of feral goats and pigs
the woodhen population today stands at
around 250. They are now also found at
sea level and can be captured on camera
fairly easily with a small zoom lens. They
generally have little fear of humans and
there are even road signs which ask drivers
to be aware of Woodhens crossing the road!
From the top of Mt Gower the view
across to Mt Lidgbird and the coralencrusted bays below is breathtaking.
Cameras were clicking madly all around
me when I was there and the exhaustion
felt by many of the walkers after the climb
was soon forgotten. If you’re up for more
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climbing and you enjoy ‘sunset’ photography
it’s hard to go past a walk to the top of
Malabar Hill at the northern end of Lord
Howe Island. At 208 metres high it’s not
a difficult climb. The views to the south,
including Mt Gower and Mt Lidgbird, are
well worth the effort and this area has been

visited by many photographers for an iconic
scene of the island. At the top of Malabar
Hill there are a couple of great spots from
which to take shots of the valley views,
with lovely lichen-covered rocks in the
foreground and a wide variety of plants and
shrubs spreading out into the background.

ABOVE It was quite overcast and windy, but the low clouds made for a ‘moody’ photo of the base of Mt
Gower. I increased the ISO, which in turn gave me a faster shutter speed, therefore ensuring a sharp shot.
Nikon D700, 16-35mm f/4 lens @ 35mm, 1/500ths @ f/8, ISO 800, hand-held.

Further Information
Lord Howe Island
can be reached on
a flight of under
Mutton Bird
two hours from
Island
Middle
Neds
Beach
Sydney on most
Beach
Blinky
Beach
days, from Brisbane
on weekends, and
AIRPORT
during certain
Lagoon Beach
months from Port
Macquarie, using
Salmon
Mt Lidgbird
Mt Eliza
a Qantaslink flight.
Beach
‘Island Connection’
also flies from Port
Macquarie two or
Mt Gower
three times a week,
depending on the
time of year. For
details on various
accommodation
choices and other tourist-related questions, you can contact the Lord Howe Island Visitor
Centre via phone on +61 2 6563 2114 (Freecall Australia ph:1800 240 937).
Alternatively, you can email on lhi.visitorcentre@bigpond.com.
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Other Activities
Back at sea level Lord Howe Island has
the tourists’ needs well covered. There are
plenty of great cafes and restaurants, co-op
stores, a post office, clothing shops and
tourist stores. There are also public phones
and internet ‘hot spots’ around the island.
Another activity you shouldn’t miss out on
is snorkelling in the waters surrounding
the island. If you own an SLR camera, but
don’t have an underwater housing for it,
there’s another option worth looking at for
some underwater photography. I would
encourage you to buy a cheap underwater
compact camera or to use an underwater
bag if you own a ‘point-and-shoot’ compact
camera. The snorkelling is fantastic, with a
great array of fish, corals and so much more
to see and photograph. You can have a lot
of fun with your compact camera – just set
it on automatic and snap away! Boat trips
are available to places such as North Bay,
where you can snorkel and photograph to
your heart’s content. Afterwards you can
ask to be dropped off at one of the beaches,
from where you can climb part of the way
up Mt Eliza. The views from here
of North Bay are stunning. On a sunny
day the bay is a spectacular bright blueaqua colour.
A short rock-hop from the beach at
North Bay there are some interesting rock
pools, including the famous ‘Old Gulch’.
The crystal clear water shows off the
amazing colours of the submerged rocks,
corals and seaweed. Bright blue, aqua,
green – it’s all there. Surrounded by drab
grey rocks, the vibrant colours in the pools
really do stand out and they make for
some fine subject matter. As a professional,
full-time nature shooter and guide I’ve
photographed and presented workshops at
some stunning, natural locations
across Australia. Lord Howe Island is,
without exception, one of my all-time
favourite photographic destinations and
I simple can’t wait to get back there with
my camera. •
Michael Snedic is a professional nature
photographer and tutor. He is presenting a
seven day ‘Lord Howe Island Experience’
photography workshop/tour in October 2012.
For more details, visit www.michaelsnedic.com
or call ph: 0408 941965.
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