rainforest, wetter eucalypt forests and woodlands, as we
L A Y B Y as the edges of the forests, and are often seen in subur

gardens in places such as Sydney and Blue Mountains

T H E New South Wales.
The adult male and female have completely differer

umage. The adult male has glossy blue-black feathers
that shimmer like satin in the sunlight, hence the
species’ name. It takes six to seven years for a male Sa
Bowerbird to gain full adult plumage. Until that time, he
looks quite similar to an adult female—olive-green abov
. . and creamy white below. Indeed, from a distance, it's ea
The ma|e Satin Bowerbu’d Works hartdnistake an immature male for an adult female. In his

fifth and sixth year, the male Satin Bowerbird starts to

to maintain his reputationshow some of his blue-black feathers and will often be
seen practising his display to other young males. Until

i i he is fully coloured, no self-respecting female will be
Text and Photos by Michael Snedic == 1Y oo 2o >
As the name suggests, the male bowerbird builds
AUSTRALIA IS HOME to eight different bowerbirds, a display bower on the ground. This he adorns with

P
F

Above: This male Satin spread around the country—the Tooth-billed, Golden trinkets and ‘jewels'—all in the hope of attracting the
Bowerbird has exceeded Regent, Spotted, Western, Great, Fawn-breasted andnterest of females. People often say that they have see
himself, building a row of Satin Bowerbirds. Of these, the Satin Bowerbird is on8aifn Bowerbird’s ‘nest’. What they are referring to is the

three semi-detached bowers.

I & unidue form of sexual the best known. bird’s display bower and not the actual nest.
que o Satin Bowerbirds are found throughout eastern The male Satin Bowerbird usually constructs hés bow
competition, he will raid . . . .
other bowers to destroy Australia, ranging from the Atherton Tablelands in  inan open area, clpse to the same spot eaahcywrere
them and steal material. The northern Queensland to as far south as the Otway there is a high likelihood of attracting a pafesimaje.
better the bower, the less Ranges in Victoria. Most are found from south-easterhle starts by pushing a series of twigs into tnedggs a
likely it will be raided. Queensland to Victoria, with a much smaller, isolatedfoundation, then creates an avenue using stidksgad

population in north-eastern Queensland. They inhabitvoven together to form a solid structure. Integbsti



"

Clockwise from top:

The male Satin Bowerbird spends much time building and decorating his bower—all to attract
females and form a backdrop to his courtship display. As Charles Darwin wrote in 1871: ‘the
male will chase the female all over...then go to the bower, pick up a gay feather or a large
leaf, utter a curious kind of note, set all his feathers erect, run round the bower and become so
excited that his eyes appear ready to start from his head.’

Typical Satin Bowerbird habitat.

An adult female: she raises her nestling without help from its father.







